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Chairman�s Chatty � January 2012

Well I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and are looking forward to seeing what 2012 will bring.

We have had a fairly successful Morning After Autotest with 8 entries, well done to Will Trinder 
winning, nice to see new names appearing on the club�s trophies.

Mark and myself have just returned from Oxford Motor Club�s Hogmanay Autotest, they too would 
have had 8 if it wasn�t for Mark and I making it 10. Well done to Mark in winning the Production Car 
Autotest (3 under 17) and coming 5th Overall. I managed 2nd to Kev Belcher but going by the results I 
didn�t wake up till lunchtime! Interestingly they run the last test in Autosolo format, it was good, I didn�t 
realise you can do an Autosolo test without a test diagram! Must see if we can run one of them, 
partially as the entries always seem to be better.

Forthcoming is the President�s Trophy 12-Car organised by yours truly, so far only one confirmed 
entry, however I think we have 3 or 4 more provisionals! Please get your entries in, I am not going to 
drive the route & go and put code boards out on the night in the hope we will get sufficient entries.
More details later, regs and entry form available on the club web site. 

The 12-Car will be preceded a week earlier on the 12th by a Table Top, which will be �tuned� towards 
the navigation on the event so well worth attending.

As I said last month, we now have the year�s provisional calendar planned, see later in the Mag! 
There are hopefully other social events to be added. This is also now available on the website and 
later in the magazine. I am keen to stick to these dates as much as we can, only changing for dam 
good reasons, so please get the dates in your diary. I must admit I already have some date clashes 
but so be it with a busy year planned for Mark, hopefully I will try to make the Witney events.

We have now produced a �2012� Witney Motor Club PR leaflet, hopefully these will be printed in the 
next couple of weeks, together with this we have purchased some dispensers to display the leaflets, 
we currently have quite a plan on where to display, but if you have any further ideas of where we can 
place the dispensers please let me or any other committee member know.

I would have liked to send out attached to this magazine but for some unknown reason my pdf 
software is not playing ball with them? I will send out by e-mail once sorted.   

May I wish you all a brilliant new year and hope to see you all soon.

Regards

Simon

Club web sites, for interest:
www.witneymotorclub.co.uk www.witneymotorshow.co.uk

www.witneyautocross.co.uk www.witneykarting.co.uk
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Social Report
Well it seems the natter and noggin� prior to Christmas went down well, sorry I could 
not make it.

New Year is now upon us so a few new/old ideas on what YOU would like to take part 
in please.

I have been in touch with Colin and Di Green in Weymouth and provisional date for
The Martin Madge Jaunt will be 9/10 February.  Hope this will be ok, if not let me 
know as soon as possible, please.

One idea for a day out is, GOING WILD.  If you have not heard about it, it is rope swings 
and other stuff in the woods!  Look it up on the web for more info.

I will take this opportunity to wish you all 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
Derrick

IF YOU HAVE GIVEN US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS,
YOU WILL NOW RECEIVE YOUR MAGAZINE BY

EMAIL � LET PAM KNOW IF YOU STILL 
REQUIRE A HARD COPY.
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Letter from Wales

Dear all

On behalf of Forresters Car Club and South Wales Automobile Club, I hope that you all 
had a good Christmas and that you are now preparing for a good year in motorsport for 
2012.

Some Caerwent dates for your diary:
Tour of Caerwent 25th March 2012
Mid Summer Caerwent 24th June 2012
Patriot Stages Caerwent 30th September

The regulations for the March event are almost finished and I will email a set and an 
entry form to last year�s entrants when ready

We also co-promote with Epynt Motor Club the RDP Welsh Rally to be held on Sunday 
6th May 2012, allthough totally different to Caerwent as the event is held on the Epynt 
Ranges. I can safely say that if you can finish a Caerwent Rally................then Epynt is 
an easy rally for you and your car, especially on your transmission and your brakes 
..........although a little quicker!!!

Finally come and visit us along with over thirty other Car Clubs at the WAMC 
Championship Launch Day at the Metropole Hotel Llandrindod Wells on Saturday 7th 
January. The afternoon from 1:00pm is set aside for you the competitor to come along 
and visit stands, talk to organisers and plan which events you are going to enter in 
2012. Plus it is an afternoon for socialising and catching up on gossip.

To follow in the evening of the 7th January at the Metropole Hotel, Rally Marketing 
have organised once again the Mid-Wales Rally Forum. This will be in aid of The Wales 
Air Ambulance and will consist of a panel of motorsport celebrities being interviewed 
by Howard Davies. Tickets cost just �10 from Rally Marketing and are worth the money 
just for listening to Howard Davies. Contact 01938 553764 for tickets.

Wishing you a Happy New Year

Kind regards
Neil Fuller 
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Competition Secretary�s report
Happy Christmas and New Year to all. What a great start to the 2012 season. Congrats 
to Will for his first victory on the Morning After Autotest. A great turn out but no 
Novices so please, anyone who is interested please pop along.

Up coming we have a 12-car on the 20th with a table-top practice on the 12th. We 
have 1 confirmed entry and another possible 2 to confirm... So get those entries in to 
claire-wmc@hotmail.co.uk as soon as possible.

I would like to ask club members to help support members who might not be able to 
easily get to events. We have such a friendly club it would be great to help others out.

I hope to see you all soon.

Happy New Year

Craig

Forthcoming Events
Thur 12th Jan 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club

Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the 
forthcoming 12-Car.

Fri 20th Jan 2012   President�s Trophy 12-Car Navigational Rally
Clerk of the Course: Simon Bradley
Sec of the meeting: Claire Sutton-Abbott 
Venue: New Close Lane, Ducklington Roundabout. Map 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm, 1st Car 8pm. Entry Fee £10 

Insurance available

Thur 9th Feb 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club

Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the 
forthcoming 12-Car.

Fri 10th Feb 2012   Madges Memorial 12-Car Nav Rally for Madges Tray
Clerk of the Course: Mike Harrison
Sec of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Little Chef, Burford. Map 163 & 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm 1st Car 8pm Entry Fee £10 

Insurance available
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Thur 22nd Mar 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the 

forthcoming 12- car.

Fri 23rd Mar 2012  March Winds 12-Car Nav Rally /Night Hawk's Trophy
Clerk of the Course: Daniel Adderley
Sec of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Sturdy�s Castle. Map 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm 1st Car 8pm Entry Fee �10 

Insurance available

Jimmy�s Rant of the Month � No. 13

Has anyone noticed that when you give way to a vehicle coming the opposite way on a 
road restricted by parked traffic or on a single track road they respond by blinding you 
as they flash full beam at you as a grateful thanks? 

At night obviously they can�t acknowledge your act of consideration by waving a hand 
or a little finger but there must be some other way.  The following comes from �How 
To Drive A Car� (published 1928 by The Motor)  �When meeting other traffic at night, if 
the car being met has very powerful headlights and its driver does not bring an anti-
dazzle device into operation, invariably slow down and go slowly immediately after 
passing the other car, until such time as a clear outlook on the road is again attained. 
The light is frequently so dazzling as partially to cause one to lose the ability of seeing 
such objects as cyclists or small vans which may be a short distance in front on the left-
hand side of the road;  one should always be careful of passing a car under these 
circumstances.� 

I seem to think a few years back, before drivers had to thump the airbag, that we 
would have given a little peep of the horn as a thanks.  Even in 1928 it was deemed 
antisocial to use the horn at times other than when going round blind bends and at 
junctions (no I wasn�t around then, I read it in the book)

As someone who gets dazzled by camera flashes and bright lights, I try to show by 
example and momentarily switch the lights to sidelights as an acknowledgement. 
Anyone got any other ideas?

Next month People who wear a hoodie and a baseball cap while they drive.

Jimmy
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The Morning After Autotest � 27th December 2011

It was the night before Christmas and was all set, well it seemed seasonal!
Diagrams, time cards and all the official paperwork ready to go I could relax and 
enjoy my Christmas.

On the morning of the 27th, the weather seemed bright (not warm) and it was not 
raining, good start. At 9.30 Mary�s daughter who had come up for Christmas wanted 
route instructions home avoiding motorways, so a quick Google map print out was 
required, oops, that will make me late.

All done and I am on my way, Simon and Ben at the gate when I arrive so it�s off to 
get Sue. Back at the venue the gate is open (thank you John).  Cones at the ready. 
Soon all the cones are in place (6) and 8 competitors, not a bad turn out. As I usually 
use a dozen or more cones, would only 6 work, only time would tell?

We are soon into the off and Simon soon sets some quick times with Will and Dan 
close behind.  Mark is also showing some great skill, it must be in the blood as he only 
loses out to cone penalties.

At 1.15 and four tests completed we decide to run only two more, the drivers decide 
on the two without reversing as some gear boxes are being difficult. On the last test 
Simon gets a double �wrong test� putting himself out of the honours, gives someone 
else a chance me thinks!

Final results: Will Trinder 1st over all
Ben Williams 1st in class
Mark Bradley 2nd in class

The complete time cards are printed elsewhere in the mag.

Thanks to Sue, Eddie and Claire for helping and to Dan for letting me get a coffee 
and warm my hands.

ps Yes the 6 cones worked, enjoyed by all as it was more open. Thanks to you all, 
see you next year. Wishing you all 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Derrick
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Autotest Results � 27th December
Total

SIMON BRADLEY 19.02 24.77 17.82 25.77 23.40 W/TEST 163.99

MARK BRADLEY 21.35 25.48 18.50 29.09 35.76 23.21 153.39

WILL TRINDER 20.07 26.56 18.61 28.89 25.19 25.80 145.12

BEN WILLIAMS 21.81 27.00 18.85 28.99 25.93 25.57 148.15

DANIEL ADDERLEY 20.22 34.71 25.52 27.70 25.45 24.11 157.71

CRAIG ABBOTT 21.61 39.42 19.05 29.07 24.89 25.76 155.80

JOHN HENMAN 24.64 30.13 47.48 32.47 34.91 26.59 196.56

HERBIE HARE 24.00 28.16 19.48 30.59 27.70 26.51 156.44

Derrick
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Witney Motor Club ENTRY FORM

Presidents Trophy 12 Car Navigational Rally, 
Date: 20th January 2012

Drivers Name �����������������..�� Club ��������������������

Address�����������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

Navigator�s Name ����������������.� Club ��������������������

Address�����������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

Car �������������Registration Number ���������� � * NOVICE / EXPERT

� We have read the supplementary regulations issued for this event and agree to be bound by them 
and by the General Regulations of The Motor Sports Association. In consideration of the acceptance 
of this entry and of my being permitted to take part in this event, in respect of any parts of the event 
not held on a publicly adopted road, I agree to save harmless and keep indemnified The Motor Sports 
Association, such Person, Persons or Body as may be authorised by The Motor Sports Association to 
promote or organise this event and their respective Officials, Servants, Representatives or Agents, 
from and against all actions, claims, costs, expenses and demands in respect of Death of or Injury to 
or Damage to the property of myself, my Driver(s), Passenger(s), Mechanic(s) or associated 
personnel, arising out of or in connection with this entry or my taking part in this event.� 

As a driver in this event (if not using the Alexandra Forbes Insurance Scheme) I am signing to confirm 
I am covered by 3rd Party Insurance for taking part in a competitive event held on the public highway. 
My Insurance details are as follows:

Insurance Co ... ���������������   Policy No �������������������....

Driver�s Signature�����������������.� Age (if Under 18)��������.���

Parent or Guardian Name �����������..Signature (if under 18)����������

Navigator�s Signature���������������.. Age (if Under 18)�����������

Parent or Guardian Name������������� Signature (if under 18)���������
*Delete as Appropriate
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Witney Motor Club Planned dates so far � 2012
Thur 12th Jan 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the forthcoming 12-Car.

Fri 20th Jan 2012   President�s Trophy 12-Car Navigational Rally   
Clerk of the Course: Simon Bradley
Secretary of the meeting: Claire Sutton-Abbott
Venue: New Close Lane, Ducklington Roundabout. Map 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm 1st Car 8pm Entry Fee �10

Insurance available

Thur 9th Feb 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the forthcoming 12-Car.

Fri 10 Feb 2012   Madges Memorial 12-Car Nav Rally for the Madges Tray
Clerk of the Course: Mike Harrison
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Little Chef, Burford. Map 163 & 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm 1st Car 8pm Entry Fee �10 

Insurance available

Thur 22nd Mar 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the forthcoming 12-Car.

Fri 23rd Mar 2012   March Winds 12-Car Nav Rally for Night Hawk's Trophy
Clerk of the Course: Daniel Adderley
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Sturdy�s Castle. Map 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm 1st Car 8pm Entry Fee �10

Insurance available

Sun 22 Apr 2012   April Antics Autotest   
Clerk of the Course: Simon Bradley
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Enstone Airfield
Details: Scrutineering starts at 10am 1st Car 11am Entry Fee �10

Thur 10th May 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the forthcoming 12-Car.

Fri 18 May 2012   Nuts in May 12 Car Navigational Rally   
Clerk of the Course: Craig Abbott & Will Trinder
Secretary of the meeting: Claire Sutton-Abbott
Venue: Map 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm 1st Car 8pm Entry Fee �10

Insurance available
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Sun 20 May 2012   Treasure Hunt  
Organiser: Derrick Jephcott
Venue: Top Floor, Multi Storey Car Park, Welch Way, Witney
Details: Starts at 2pm Entry Fee �2

Sun 17 Jun 2012   D'Arcy Miall Autotest   
Clerk of the Course: Daniel Adderley
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: North Leigh (Grass)
Details: Scrutineering starts at 10am 1st Car 11am Entry Fee �10

Thur 21 Jun Micolew Walkabout
Organiser: Rob & Sue Hall
Venue:
Details: Starts at 7pm Entry Fee �2

Sun 1 Jul 2012    Treasure Hunt   
Organiser: Dan & Jess Adderley
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club, Witney
Details: Starts at 2pm Entry Fee �2

Thur 28thJune 2012 Motor Show Helpers Evening
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, please come along to help.

Thur 5 July Witney Motor Show
Organiser: Steve Boyle
Venue: Henry Box Playing Fields, Ducklington Lane, Witney
Details: Starts at 2pm Entry Fee �2
See: www.witneymotorshow.co.uk

Sat 14 Jul 2012   Autotest Training Event & Gymkhana
Clerk of the Course: Simon Bradley
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Ducklington Lane at the �Witney Steam Fair�
Details: Starts at 10am

Sun 15 Jul 2012   Dave Bradley Autotest
Clerk of the Course: Simon Bradley
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Ducklington Lane at the �Witney Steam Fair�
Details: Scrutineering starts at 10am 1st Car 11am Entry Fee �10

Sun 12 Aug 2012   Treasure Hunt   
Organiser: Ben Williams & Stef King
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club, Burford Road, Witney
Details: Starts at 2pm Entry Fee �2

Thur 23rd Aug 2012 Autocross finalisation meeting.
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, please come along to help.
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Sat 25th & Sun 26th Aug 2012 Vaux Shop Autocross   
Clerk of the Course: Craig Abbott
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Manor Farm Bucknell
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7am 1st Car 10am Entry Fee £109
Sun 26 Aug 2012   Vaux Shop Autocross 
See: www.witneyautocross.co.uk

Mon 27 Aug 2012   Kernahan Garages Autotest   
Clerk of the Course: Jimmy Milligan
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Manor Farm Bucknell
Details: Scrutineering starts at 10am 1st Car 11am Entry Fee £10

Sun 9 Sep 2012   Treasure Hunt   
Organiser: Dan & Jess Adderley
Venue:
Details: Starts at 2pm Entry Fee £2

Sun 23 Sep 2011 Autobits Autotest   
Clerk of the Course: Will Trinder
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Manor Farm Bucknell
Details: Scrutineering starts at 10am 1st Car 11am Entry Fee £10

Thur 11th Oct 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the forthcoming 12-Car.

Fri 19 Oct 2012   Godfrey & Claridge 12-Car Navigational Rally
Clerk of the Course:
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Map 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm 1st Car 8pm Entry Fee £10 Insurance available

Thur 8th Nov 2012 Table top Rally
Venue: West Witney Sports & Social Club
Details: Starts 8pm, worthwhile if planning on competing on the forthcoming 12-Car.

Fri 16th Nov 2012   Snowvember 12-Car Navigational Rally   
Clerk of the Course: TBA
Secretary of the meeting: Sue Williams 
Venue: Map 164
Details: Scrutineering starts at 7pm 1st Car 8pm Entry Fee £10 Insurance available
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Old Skiers Never Die, They Just Go Downhill!

It�s that time of year again when I get the urge to pull on my Salopets and go on the 
piste.  This time it started when I used a voucher for the Snowzone at MK that my son 
Pete gave me for Xmas 2009!  I was a bit apprehensive when I stood at the top of the 
slope for the first time in several years but luckily the techniques quickly came back and 
I was soon having races with reformed former snowboarder Pete.

You might think it a bit odd to find an article about skiing in a Motor Club Magazine but 
it is an activity that most top Drivers in Rallying and Racing do for training during the 
quiet season.  I thought I would share my thoughts and hopefully enlighten those who 
have never ventured up a snowy mountain, as to the attraction of winter sports.

In no particular order:

o The views - when you are at the top of a mountain in the Alps and all you see for 
many miles all around are white peaks and deep valleys with a deep blue sky above,
absolute heaven.

o The quietness - in this county there are few places where you cannot hear the 
sound of machines , one of my pleasures is on the last run down of the day when 
even the lifts have stopped, just to stop and listen to ---- nothing!

o The darkness - like noise, Oxfordshire has too much artificial light , in the alps away 
from the bigger resorts the real darkness allows you to see the thousands of stars 
that seem to have disappeared from here.

o The challenge - when you get off the lift and see there is only one way down and it 
is steep and sometimes icy and the houses in the village below are absolutely tiny 
you just have to keep calm and take it a bit at a time.  Once early on when I was 
having lessons I found fog helpful because you only see as far as your instructor and 
not the 1000s of feet to the bottom. The feeling of achievement is immense when 
you reach the foot of a particularly difficult black or even a supposed less difficult 
red.  

o The variety of pistes - some people like off-piste where no machine has groomed 
the snow for them, others like moguls which to me are as appealing as skiing in an 
empty egg tray.  I enjoy the motorway pistes ,which allow some decent speed, as 
well as the narrow twisty tracks where the principals of driving a rear wheel drive 
rally car apply.

o The Chalets - sharing a week of your life with strangers with just one common link 
is great fun and the swapping of the tales of the days adventures at teatime and at 
dinner in the evening over a few glasses of wine has much to be commended.
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o The Families - the age range on the slopes is probably 5 to 85 and I am often 
amazed at the abilities at both ends of the scale.  Parents, long after your children 
refuse to go on summer holiday with you, they will still come on a skiing trip, 
money allowing!  I have been lucky to spend quality time with some of my nephews 
as well as my sons.

Writing about it was supposed to take some of the yearning away but it doesn�t seem 
to be working. 

Have you ever wanted to go skiing but are unsure of how to go about it? If only you 
knew someone who could steer you through the process and be a pleasant and 
amusing companion.  I will ask around for you!

Jimmy

Happy New Year!
I haven�t got much to report, apart from to say sorry to those who went to the natter and noggin on 
the 22nd, I missed you because I went on the 15th and went to a carol concert on the 22nd. However, 
Simon, Dan and Brian tidied up most of the nibbles I took with me, so they weren�t wasted! The 
autotest on the 27th was a great success � 8 entries and very close competition. It was nice not to 
have sheet ice or snow on the ground, and BMH had had a sort out during the year, which meant
there was a little bit more track available. Simon had his �jump in the car and give a quick 
demonstration� head on � had he not elected to have a double wrong test on the last test, he would 
have won by a full test margin. As it was, Will, Ben and Mark had a real ding-dong battle all day, and 
as a worrying thought for those who have been trying to win an autotest for years, had Mark not hit 
one cone, he would have won outright!
I gather Mark was out perfecting his skills at the Oxford Motor Club event today, and won the 
production car class, and was 5th o/a. It looks like this years� autotest championship is going to be one 
of the best for many years.

Derrick and I are still trying to sort the weekend in Weymouth, but have had no response from Colin 
and Diane Green, unless Derrick�s heard from them in the last few days. As soon as we know 
something, we�ll let you know.

Finally, a number of people have expressed the wish that the club names an event in memory of 
Martin Madge. I have been in touch with Lynne, his ex-wife, and she is having a think regarding the 
form the event should take and which trophy should be used. Once we have heard from Lynne and 
the committee has met, we will let you know how this will work. A lot of people would like to use it 
as a fundraiser for charity as well. As the saying goes, watch this space!

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and successful 2012,

Sue
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Down Memory Lane
We have had a message via Friends Reunited from, guess who � to any old 
members who may remember �Nosnibor�, aka Brian Robinson.  Known as one 
of the Hover Twins with Brian Smith, who was also a member, �Robbo� was 
also the first Slipstream editor.  He is now living in Devon, after moving 
from Wantage, he has now been married over 20 years to Joan.

I have found his phone number and address, so, if anyone wants to make 
contact, let me know. 

Brian

Magazine Editor�s �Bit�
We wish you all a very happy New Year � may it always be fruitful, and 
helpful, of course.  I hope you are all well, and not too hung over!!

It sounds as if the Morning After went well � I must thank Derrick, he 
always sends me stuff for the magazine, just when I need it!

Coming up for you to win are:-

Pam






